MEDIA ALERT *****MEDIA ALERT*****MEDIA ALERT*****MEDIA ALERT

NON-PROFITS COLLABORATE; HUNDREDS OF VOLUNTEERS TO REBUILD NEW ORLEANS AND LOCAL HOTELS MAKE IT HAPPEN!
HOTELS DONATE ROOMS TO GRASSROOT NON-PROFIT MARKETING FIRM RELIEF SPARK FOR OCTOBER, NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER VOLUNTEERS
WHO:                 The Renaissance Hotel (Warehouse District) and Royal Sonesta (French Quarter) follow suit of The Sheraton Hotel and W Hotel – French Quarter who donated rooms to Relief Spark last Spring Break are donating rooms to volunteers of Relief Spark and its non-profit grass root partners such as St. Bernard Project, Lean on Me, ReliefNOW Network and Common Ground this holiday season!
WHAT:               Relief Spark is a grass roots non-profit organization that launched on September 1, 2005 by Sidney Ray in response to the need of food, water and supplies by families in Mississippi and Louisiana.  Relief Spark collected $3M in goods and sent out 54 donated semi –trucks loaded with 814 pallets of goods within 45 days.  The organization Executive Director, Sidney Ray, a Marketing Consultant from Los Angeles, CA arrived into New Orleans late November 2005 and has been leading volunteers in house gutting.  Recently due to an ankle injury she has focused her efforts on marketing and supporting non-profits who need housing for volunteers.

“Working Together” is the theme for grass root non-profit organizations in the New Orleans and St. Bernard Parish area and no one can do it better than volunteer Executive Director, Sidney Ray of Relief Spark, Inc. Ms. Ray has kept her ear to the ground taking input from organization leaders on what is needed most in order to attract volunteers:  dependable housing and corporate sponsorship that helps with operation expenses, safety gear and rebuilding tools and materials.

Relief Spark promotes and supports the following grass root non-profits:  Lean On Me (aka Help 4 Families) – based in Sacramento, CA; St. Bernard Project – based in Chalmette, LA; Community Center of St. Bernard Project – based in St. Bernard Project; ReliefNOW Network – based in Texas; Common Ground and Project H.O.P.E.  Ms. Ray invites other small to medium size grass root non-profits to contact her if they need volunteer housing and/or marketing support.


In the months of October, November and December at the suggestion and persistence of Ms. Ray; New Orleans hotels are stepping up to the plate to offer housing for volunteers.  The Renaissance Hotel – 700 Tchoupiltoulas, New Orleans, LA and The Royal Sonesta – 300 Bourbon St. New Orleans, LA is donating Ms. Ray enough rooms to host over 100 volunteers that will be gutting homes and rebuilding!

“It’s a two-way street”, Ms. Ray says.   “Volunteers are taking time off from work and time away from family and friends to come out here to gut houses and/or rebuild.  They are working from 8am – 5pm, in many cases in the most toxic of situations.  They return to a luxury boutique hotel to unwind and relax.  In return, the volunteers are spending their money in restaurants, grocery stores, movie theaters, bars and other stores such as Wal-Mart and Home Depot in places such as the French Quarter, CBD, Uptown as well as Mid City and in St. Bernard Parish.  The demographic that Relief Spark tends to attract spends money while they are traveling.  With the hotel room donated, they are more likely to spend more money eating out, entertainment and shopping which helps the city recover.  With this information, it’s easy to see who the “new” tourist is for the area!!
WHEN:               October, November and December 2006 

                             October 16 – Nov 1:  The Renaissance Hotel


November & December:  The Royal Sonesta
WHERE:            The Renaissance Hotel, 700 Tchoupiltoulas, New Orleans, LA
                             The Royal Sonesta, 300 Bourbon St., New Orleans, LA

CONTACT:        Sidney Ray, Relief Spark, Inc. (www.reliefspark.org)
                             Office:  310.409.8416/Fax:  504.617.6329 – email:  sray@reliefspark.org 
